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Check & Connect 
 

Check & Connect is a nation-wide, evidence-based comprehensive intervention designed to enhance student 

engagement at school and with learning for marginalized, disengaged students in grades k-12, through 

relationship building, problem solving and capacity building, and persistence.  The program has mentors who 

regularly check in with students, use timely interventions, and engage with families. 

 

 

In Utah, the Check & Connect program is used for children in foster care and it was implemented in the 

2013/2014 school year. 

 

A goal of Check & Connect is to foster school completion with academic and social competence.  It is 

comprised of four components: 

 
1. A mentor who works with students, families, and agencies for a minimum of two years 

2. Regular checks, utilizing data schools already collect on students’ school adjustment, behavior, and educational 

progress 

3. Timely interventions, driven by data, to reestablish and maintain the student’s connection to school and learning 

and to enhance the student’s social and academic competencies 

4. Engagement with families and agencies 

 

 

Youth in Custody Personnel 

Travis Cook  (801) 538-7849  travis.cook@schools.utah.gov 
Alternative and Adult Education Specialist  
 
Stephanie Preston (801) 538-7711  stephanie.preston@schools.utah.gov 
Alternative and Adult Education Support Staff 
 
Laurieann Thorpe     laurieann.thorpe@schools.utah.gov  
State Check & Connect Coordinator 

 
Steve Kaelin  (801) 538-7867 steve.kaelin@schools.utah.gov  
Alternative and Adult Education Specialist 

Utah State Office of Education 
250 East 500 South 

P.O. Box 144200 
Salt Lake City, UT  84114-4200 

  

mailto:travis.cook@schools.utah.gov
mailto:stephanie.preston@schools.utah.gov
mailto:laurieannthorpe@schools.utah.gov
mailto:steve.kaelin@schools.utah.gov
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Alpine School District 
575 North 100 East, American Fork, UT  84003 / (801) 610-8400 

Lynn Gerratt 
lgerratt@alpinesidtrict.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Chris Williams (Lead) christopherwilliams@alpinedistrict.org (801) 610-8183 

Justin Staples Justaples3@gmail.com  (801) 960 5826 

Heather Wood hdwood41@gmail.com (801) 361-9050 

Alexa Hermesman ahermesman@gmail.com (970) 903-8526 

Alexa Pulley apulley12@gmail.com (801) 633-4299 

Maylyn Parry mparry@alpinedistrict.org (801) 885-7662 

Cori Hoffman coriannhoffman@gmail.com (801) 608-6122 

Greg Robinson   

Mallory Tryon* mallorytryon@gmail.com (435) 531-2431 

James Balden* jamestbalden@gmail.com (913) 991-4363 

Box Elder School District 
960 South Main, Brigham City, UT  84302 / (435) 734-4834 

Matthew Webb 
matt.webb@besd.net 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Bobbi Jones (Lead) Bobbi.jones@besd.net  

Amy Norton amynrtn@yahoo.com (435) 734-4800 

Kayli Taylor kalyi-taylor@hotmail.com  (435) 734-4800 

Amy Webb amillewebb@gmail.com (435) 734-4800 

Alan Norton amynrtn@yahoo.com  (435) 734-4800 

Arika Zerkle Aarika.zerkle@besd.net  

Cache School District 
2063 North 12th East, Logan, UT  84341 / (435) 752-3925 

Sheri Hansen 
sheri.hansen@ccsdut.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Cynthia Vincent (Lead) cynthia.vincent@ccsdut.org   

Canyons School District  
9150 South 500 West; Sandy, UT 84070 

Todd Bird 
todd.bird@canyonsdistrict.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Corey Kunde (Lead) corey.kunde@canyonsdistrict.org  801-826-5416 

Susan Craft susan.craft@canyonsdiestrict.org 801-826-5416 

Carbon School District 
251 West 400 North, Price, UT  84501 / (435) 637-1732 

Karlene Bianco 
biancok@carbonschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 
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mailto:mallorytryon@gmail.com
mailto:jamestbalden@gmail.com
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mailto:kalyi-taylor@hotmail.com
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Tawnie Crowe (Lead) crowet@carbonschools.org  (435) 637-1732 

Davis School District 
45 East State Street, P.O. Box 588, Farmington, UT  84025 / (801) 402-5261 

Blake Daniels 
bdaniels@dsdmail.net 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Toni Bingham tbingham@dsdmail.net  (801) 402-5261 

Denise Taylor (Lead) dtaylor@dsdmail.net (801) 458-3434 

Terry Deamer tdeamer@dsdmail.net   

Duchesne School District 
50 East 100 South, P.O. Box 446, Duchesne, UT  84021 / (435) 738-1240 

John Jorgensen (Lead) 
jjorgensen@dcsd.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Stephanie Miles stmiles@dcsd.org  (435) 24-1287 

Melody Scholes mscholes@dcsd.org  (435) 823-2092 

Emery School District 
120 N Main, P.O. Box 120, Huntington, UT  84021 / (435) 687-9846 

Jon Crawford 
jon@emeryschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Lucile Robinson* lucir@emeryschools.org (435) 384-2335 

Tifnie Hansen (Lead) tifnieh@emeryschools.org  (435) 609-6769 

Grand School District  
125 West 200 South Moab UT 84532 / (435) 260-8764 

Trisha Hedin 
hedint@grandschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

   

Granite School District  
2500 S State Street, Salt Lake City, UT  84115-3110 / (385) 646-4645 

Carol Carroll 
ccarroll@graniteschools.org  

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Debbie Jacketta djacketta@graniteschools.org   

Ann Jones (Lead) ajones2@graniteschools.org  

Michelle Rezac mrezac@graniteschools.org   

Monica Cook mlcook@graniteschools.org  

Trina Cotterman tcotterman@graniteschools.org   

Leslie Claiborne* lclaiborne@graniteschools.org (801) 809-0048 
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Iron School District  
510 W 800 S, Cedar City, UT 84721 / (435) 586-2870 

Steve Schofield 
Steve.schofield@ironmail.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Jodi Simmons  Jodi.simmons@ironmail.org (435) 586-2800 

Christine Anderson Christine.anderson@ironmail.org (435) 586-2800 

Jordan School District 
7387 S Campus View Dr., West Jordan, UT 84084-5500 / (801) 567-8100 

Norma Villar  
Norma.villar@jordandistrict.org 

NAME  EMAIL PHONE 

Jody Marsden (Lead) Jody.marsden@jordandistrict.org (801) 567-8328 

Gail Anne Bennett Gail.bennett@jordandistrict.org  

Julieta A. Yescas de 
Meza* 

Julieta.yescasdemeza@jordandistrict.org  (801) 567-8287 

Logan School District 
101 West Center Street Logan UT 84321 / (435) 755-2300 

David Long  
David.long@loganschools.org 

NAME  EMAIL PHONE 

Mitch Peterson (Lead) Mitchpeterson11@yahoo.com (435) 890-0434 

Murray School District 
147 East 5065 South Murray UT 84107 / (801) 264-7460 

Deb Ashton (Lead) 
debashton@murrayschools.org 

NAME  EMAIL PHONE 

Cherron Zullo* czullo@murrayschools.org (801) 264-7438 

Rachael Lyon* rlyon@murrayschools.org (801) 264-7434 ext. 6142 

Collette Charles* Collette.charles7@gmail.com (801) 664-5383 

Heather Preece* hpreece@murrayschools.org (801) 264-7460 ext. 5256 

Judy Nelson* jirvinenelson@gmail.com (801) 262-6547 

Nebo School District 
350 South Main, Spanish Fork UT  84660 / (801) 354-7400 

Joe Kelly  
joe.kelly@nebo.edu 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Jesse Kovatch (Lead) Jessie.kovatch@nebo.edu  

Park City  
1750 Kearns Blvd, Park City UT 84060 / (801) 645-5650 

 
NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Jeanie Hall* (Lead) jehall@pcschools.us (801) 264-7438 

file://usoe/cte$/Youth%20in%20Custody/Check%20and%20Connect/Jodi.simmons@ironmail.org
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mailto:Julieta.yescasdemeza@jordandistrict.org
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mailto:jehall@pcschools.us


 1/21/2015  

Salt Lake City School District 
440 East 100 South, Salt Lake City, UT  84111-1898 / (801) 578-8599 

Wendy Jack-Alvarado (Lead) 
wendy.jack-alvarado@slcschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Eleanor Chase eleanore.chase@slcschools.org  

Isaac Ansasakyi isaac.ansasakyi@slcschools.org    

Centennial Kinikini  Ten.kinikini@live.com (385) 722-7300 

San Juan District  
200 N Main St. Blanding UT 84511 / (435) 678-1227 

Lynette Johnson 
Ljohnson1@sanjuanschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Alexandra Allen (Lead) Aallen1@sjsd.org  

Tooele School District 
92 South Lodestone Way, Tooele, UT  84074 / (435) 833-1900  

Kendall Topham 
ktopham@tooeleschools.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Kelly Russell (Lead) krussell@tooeleschools.org  (435) 840-5087 

Uintah School District 
635 West 200 South, Vernal, UT  84078 / (435) 781-3100 

Andrea McKea 
andrea.mckea@uintah.net 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Leslie Peterson leslie.peterson@uintah.net   

Lori Mills lori.mills@uintah.net   

Adrienne Rowley*  Adrienne.rowle@uintah.net  (435) 219-5450 

Washington School District 
121 West Tabernacle, St. George, UT  84770 / (435) 673-3553 

Terry Ogborn 
togborn@mhs.washk12.org 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Vicki Schouten (Lead) vicki.schouten@washk12.org  (435) 673-3553 

Weber School District 
5320 Adams Ave Parkway, Ogden, UT  84405 / (801) 476-7800 

Marilyn Runolfson (Lead) 
mrunolfson@wsd.net 

NAME EMAIL PHONE 

Casie Kennedy cakennedy@wsd.net (801) 476-3960 

Laurel Kirkham lakirkham@wsd.net (801) 476-3960 

Leila Stephens ljstephens@wsd.net (801) 476-3960 

Tracine Deimer tdeimer@wsd.net (801) 476-3960 

mailto:eleanore.chase@slcschools.org
mailto:isaac.ansasakyi@slcschools.org
mailto:Ten.kinikini@live.com
mailto:Aallen1@sjsd.org
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mailto:lakirkham@wsd.net
mailto:ljstephens@wsd.net
mailto:tdeimer@wsd.net
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Tybe Lehn tlehn@wsd.net (801) 476-3960 
 

*non YIC paid mentors  


